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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1. An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 
L 3 12. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with 
Geza Ziegler on June 24, 2005. 

2. The following changes to the drawings have been approved by the examiner and agreed 
upon by applicant: (inserting reference #12 into Figure 1). In order to avoid abandonment of the 
application, applicant must make these above agreed upon drawing changes. 

Reasons for Allowance 

3. Claims 1-27 are allowed. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance. 

4. Regarding claim 1, prior art does not disclose or fairly suggest a system including a 
controller connectable to an optical sensor for determining a ratio of distinguishable pixels to a 
total number of pixels in the band, the controller comprising a threshold detector for sensing, 
based on said ratio, bottom edge wipe manufacturing defects in an OPC device, in combination 
with all the limitations in the claim. Claims 2-10 are allowed by virtue of their dependency. 
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5. Regarding claims 11 and 16, prior art does not disclose or fairly suggest a method 
including the steps of capturing reflected illumination from at least one illuminated bottom edge 
area of an OPC device, comparing the captured reflected illumination with at least one threshold 
level, the step of comparing including a step of determining a ratio of a number of 
distinguishable pixels to a total number of pixels in a band, and classifying the at least one 
bottom edge area of the OPC device upon the comparison of the captured reflected illumination 
with the at least one threshold level, in combination with all the limitations in each respective 
claim. Claims 12-15 and 17-19 are allowed by virtue of their dependency. 

6. Regarding claims 20 and 23, prior art does not disclose or fairly suggest a method 
including the steps of positioning an optical sensor to view an illuminated OPC bottom edge 
area, and providing a controller connectable to the optical sensor, the controller having a 
threshold discriminator that determines a ratio of a number of distinguishable pixels to a total 
number of pixels in a band for classifying the OPC device, in combination with all the 
limitations in each respective claim. Claims 21 and 22 are allowed by virtue of their 
dependency. 

7. Regarding claim 24, prior art does not disclose or fairly suggest a system including a 
camera positioned to view a bottom edge wipe region of an OPC device, and a controller for 
processing picture data of an image, the controller determining a band of pixels having a value of 
gray-level darkness, and wherein the controller provides a ratio of a number of pixels in the 
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image, a magnitude of the ratio serving as a measure of a defect, in combination with all the 
limitations in the claim. Claim 25 is allowed by virtue of its dependency. 

8. Regarding claim 26, prior art does not disclose or fairly suggest a method including the 
steps of processing picture data of an image by determining a band of pixels having a value of 
gray-level darkness, and wherein the processing includes a further step of providing a ratio of a 
number of pixels in the band to a total number of pixels in the image, a magnitude of the ratio 
serving as a measure of BEW defects, in combination with all the limitations in the claim. Claim 
27 are allowed by virtue of its dependency. 

Conclusion 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Chih-Cheng Glen Kao whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
2492. The examiner can normally be reached on M - F (9 am to 5 pm). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ed Glick can be reached on (571) 272-2490. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about, the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




